From Our President
ANN ZUCKER

Lately I have developsd & habit of talking back
to the television cvery motning. I've n¢ver dons
this before. On the other hand, I don't ever
remember being as frustrated with our political
situation as I am now. It just seems to me that
with each day, something new comes onboard
to upset me mote thun the day before,
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I could list all the missteps of this Administration, but I am afraid
that I would run out of room. Besides, I am preaching to the NC&I BO]laVGntllIe BlVd
choir. You all know what they are.
INSTALLING
I wonder sometimes if | em overreacting. Do other people feel as O F F | C E R

deeply as I do? Why aren't they shouting from the raoftops?

I think that what I understand least is the apparent apathy of the COQGQGIIwomqu

general public. [ remember a veteran that I knew very well
complaining about the cuts to Veteran's Administration benefits,
After one of those complaining sessions, I remember turning
around and yelling at him to stop complaining and put his energy
where his mouth was. He did and became a rabid worker for the

party till his passing. I CHULTZ

I think we all need to do that every time we heat someone
complaining. On all levels we are dominated by Republicans and
their attitudes. That's what got us into the mess we are in. We

DEBBIE WASSERMA

Debbie is coming home to
Weston to install our officers

need to become avid proselytizers for our Democratic cause and and get us ready for the next
velues. We need to get rid of the Republican rulers. We need to year

convert everyone we know. That is the only way we can bring the

country back. You won't want to miss

welcoming her home and the
opportunity to chat with a
Fondly, future President of the United

o States!

See you all at our March Installation Party.




2006-07 STATE BUDGET OUTLOOK

The Governor recently presented his budget recommendations for the 2806-07 fiscal year, His $1.5 billion tex cnt
proposal is sure to draw major discussion in the npcoming weeks and thronghout the legislative session. I believe it
is the Legislature's responsibility to balance tax relief with significant investment in the infrastructure of Florida.

As a result of Florida's economy and sales 1ax callections from hurricane reconstruction as well as evacuees fram
other states spending money in Florida, the Legislature will have over $3.2 billion in non-recnrring revenue when
we begin crafting the 2006-07 stete budget.

There will be a lot of support for tax relief by both Democrats and Republicans, and I am sure there will be a lively
debate on what to do with the dollars. Since these are non-recurring (one-time) dollars, it is important that we all
agrec not use these dollars to increase spending for on-going programs, and to insure that any tax breaks serve 4
good public policy purpose. Any cuts should be focused on job cregtion, economic growth, gnd diversification; not
on gimmicks for voters in an election year, and certainly not on tax cuts that will further reduce 1 tax base that is
already unable to properly fund education, human services, and infrastructure in the State of Florida! By this I
mean such proposals as offering 2 one-time tax rebate of $100 to all resident homeowners, This rebate would have
a $500 million impact on General Revenue which in the aggregate could be used to build sorely needed roads,
water resource protection projects, and affordable housing; purchase thousands more acres of environmental land;
or radnce the deficit in the state-run Citizens Property Insurance Fund so individual policyholders are not assessed
for the hurricane related insurance crisis.

Another shorisighted proposal in the Governor's Budget recommendations is to reduce the school propetty tax tate
(required local effort) by 47cents for each $1000 of taxable value. Again, this would save the individual homeowner
an average of $55 a year, but create a 1oss of $570 million in General Revenue for pur schools. This is wrong in a
state that is havinp trouble recruiting and retaining teachers because we don't pay them enough, doesn't even cover
the cost of increased enrollment in our universities and colleges, must build thousands of new classrooms, and
ranks 47th in the nation in funding K-12 educationl In addition, the largest percentage of this 1ax cut would go 1o
the big landowners and corporations such as Disney, Wal-Mart, and Home Depot,

One idee, proposed by Florida TaxWatch but not included in the Governor's recommendations, is to nse half the
non-recurring revenue to pay down the state debt. The state's tax-supported debt has more than doubled over the
past decade to its current $17.5 billion. If the Legislature uses $1.75 billion of the non-recurring funds to pay down
the debt, $160 million in annual savings on intetest payments would be avoided and that money would be freed up
for other needs.

We won't always have a windfall year like this one. That's why we need to take advantage of the opportunity we have
now to invest in the infrastructure of the state and improve the quality of life for us all!

I'm sure my constituents conld come up with dozens of ideas on how to invest in Florida while still providing tax
relief to Floridians, As alweys, I look forward to hearing your comments on this or any other state issues. Please
feel free to contact me at (954) 747-71933 or email me at Rich.Nan.web@flsenate.gov



DEAOCR ATICNSSUES

WDC Vice President Harey Levine will be dealing with issues that confront our members. We
want to know what you think.

We need your input. Please think about the five most important issues to you and send them to
Harry via email.

His email address is:
ceasarhl@bellsouth.net

Once we find out the concerns of our membership, we will be having discussions about these
concerns at oyr meetings.

ROORAY FOR OUR TEENS

The Weston Teen Democrats (WTD) a branch of the Weston
Democratic Club was formed in September. Already since then we have
had Guest Speakers such as State Representative Franklin Sands and
DEC Chairman Mitch Ceasar. We have put together a Petition Drive to
stop Gerrymandering and we have hosted officials to night of dinner.
This club just continues to grow and get better. Our mission is to work
for the Democratic Party in all ways possible. Through volunteering on
campaigns, having guest speakers enlighten today's youth, and getting
the word out about the Democratic Party, we are a key factor in pushing
for a Blue State! We are always looking for new members and new
projects. If you have any questions please contact Zachary at:
westonteendemocrats@gmail.com

Sincerely,

Zachary Jellson

To help support us, check out our online store:
www.cafepress.com/widemocrats







